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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 12-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claim 12, 0 is undefined. 

In claim 36 AR, AS, AG are undefined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 12-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Moshrefzadeh (U.S. Patent No. 6,417,966). Moshrefzadeh teaches light diffusion sheet or film, 
the light diffusion sheet or film having formed thereon a plurality of unit lenses 506 one- 
dimensionally or two-dimensionally, wherein the unit lens is substantially trapezoidal in cross 
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section; a lower bottom of the trapezoid is made to be a light incidence portion and an upper 
bottom thereof is made to be a light emission portion; and the unit lens is formed using a material 
having a prescribed refractive index of Nl; a portion, a cross section of that is triangular, and that 
is located between adjacent two of the unit lenses, is formed using a material having a refractive 
index N2 lower than the Nl and having added thereto light absorption particles. Moshrefzadeh 
teaches light diffusion sheet or film, the light diffusion sheet or film having formed thereon a 
plurality of unit lenses 506 one-dimensionally or two-dimensionally, wherein the unit lens is 
substantially trapezoidal in cross section; a lower bottom of the trapezoid is made to be a light 
incidence portion and an upper bottom thereof is made to be a light emission portion; and the 
unit lens is formed using a material having a prescribed refractive index of Nl; a portion, a cross 
section of that is triangular, and that is located between adjacent two of the unit lenses, is formed 
using a material having a refractive index N2 lower than the Nl and having added thereto light 
absorption particles, or a material having a refractive index N2 lower than the Nl and being 
colored; and when it is assumed that 0 represents an angle defined by the slant of the trapezoid 
with respect to a normal line to the light emission portion, a relationship holds true that is 
expressed sin (90 - theta) > N2/N1 and Nl < 1/sin 2theta. The applicant is directed to review col. 
11, lines 16-32 as well as the figures. Moshrefzadeh discloses the claimed invention except for 
the specific ranges for delta n-cos theta. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to use the specific claimed ranges for the purpose of 
utilizing an optimum range. The applicant should note that it has been held that where the 
general working conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, discovering the optimum or 
workable ranges involves only routine skill in the art. In re Alter, 105 USPQ 233. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher E. Mahoney whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2122. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5PM, Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Assouad can be reached on (571) 272-2210. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Christopher E Mahoney/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2862 



